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Class of 79 News
October 2011
Omnes Viri News

FOOTBALL 2011 SEASON
Date                        Opponent                                    Location                           TV                        

Sept. 3                     Delaware                                    Annapolis, Md.                W 40-7            

Sept. 10                    at Western Kentucky                  Bowling Green, Ky.       W 40-14
Sept. 17                    at South Carolina                       Columbia, S.C.                L 24-27
Oct. 1                       Air Force                                   Annapolis, Md.                 CBS C

Oct. 8                       Southern Miss                          Annapolis, Md.                  CBS C

Oct. 15                      at Rutgers                                  New Brunswick, N.J.     TBA

Oct. 22                     East Carolina (HC)                  Annapolis, Md.                  CBS C

Oct. 29                      at Notre Dame                           South Bend, Ind.            NBC

Nov. 5                       Troy                                           Annapolis, Md.                CBS C

Nov. 12                     at SMU                                      Dallas, Texas                  TBA

Nov. 19                     at San Jose State                        San Jose, Calif.            TBA

Dec. 10                     vs. Army                                    Landover, Md.                 CBS             

NAVY – AIR FORCE

Air Force-Navy Football Game Moved To CBS From CBS Sports Network 

Game will kick at 12 noon.
The Air Force at Navy football game on Saturday, Oct. 1 has been moved to 12:00, NOON, ET and will be broadcast live on CBS Sports, it was announced today. The game, which will be played at Navy-Marine Corps Memorial Stadium in Annapolis, Md., was previously scheduled to air on CBS Sports Network at 3:30 PM, ET.

 CBS Sports will now broadcast a tripleheader on October 1 with two SEC football games following Air Force at Navy. COLLEGE FOOTBALL TODAY, the Network’s pre-game, halftime and post-game studio show, will air from 3:00-3:30 PM, ET.
HOME GAME TAILGATERS
From Valerie Gerheiser:

'79 Tailgaters-

Home Football Games- Our tailgate area remains the same for this season.  We are located in spot #3 on the Gold Side near the Courthouse.  Kick-off for the home games are 3:30pm with the exception of the Navy/AF game on October 1st (see previous article).  The kick-off for that game is at noon.  We usually start setting up for the class tailgater around 10:30-11am.  We hope to have four tents set up for the food area.  We usually have 3-4 tables for food and any extras can be used back on the walking path for dining.  Please remember to bring your own chairs, drinks, grilling items, and a dish (appetizer, side or dessert) to share.  Here are the themes for the season:

October 1st/ Air Force- Breakfast & Dessert (remember...noon kick-off)

October 8th/ Southern Miss- Mexican- Margarita Time!

October 22nd/ East Carolina- Italian- Jean Tobey will show us what she learned in cooking school!

November 5th/ Troy-  4th Annual Chili Cook-Off

You don't need to stay with the theme.  For example, Chuck's Amaretto Cake goes with all the themes. :)

Notre Dame- Saturday, (Oct. 29th)

Fred and I are making the trip to and to South Bend this year.  Let us know if you are planning to attend and maybe we can meet up.

Looking forward to seeing everyone and catching up after the long off-season.  I'll miss tailgating with you prior to the first game but hope you hang around after so I can see you.  

Keep positive thoughts for a dry, cool tailgating season.  I'll keep you updated with any changes and/or additions.  If anyone wants to be added to the '79 Tailgater email distribution group, please send me (platweddings@aol.com) your email.
Go Navy!  Beat Air Force!
~Valerie

Fred's Cell # 410-446-3370

Valerie's Cell # 410-562-7728
PREZ SEZ
Greetings Class of 1979,
There is some 79er Flag News to pass along:

Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus and Chief of Naval Operations Adm. Gary Roughead announced today (9/12/2011) the following assignments:

Rear Adm. Jeffrey A. Lemmons will be assigned as director, Inter-American Defense College, Washington, D.C. Lemmons is currently serving as principal deputy assistant secretary of defense for readiness, Office of the Secretary of Defense, Washington, D.C.

Rear Adm. Patrick E. McGrath will be assigned as deputy commander, Third Fleet, San Diego, Calif. McGrath is currently serving as commander, Naval Air Force Reserve/vice commander, Naval Air Forces, U.S. Pacific Fleet, San Diego, Calif.

After a week off, Navy returns home to face Air Force (10/1 at noon on CBS), the first step toward returning the Commander-in-Chief Trophy to its proper location. I want to extend a well done to all classmates who turned out at the Delaware game on 9/3. I believe this was, by far, our largest turnout for a non-reunion game ever, and we even were honored to see many of our local Flag Officers.

So – BEAT AIR FORCE!

BEAT ARMY!

Omnes Viri 1979,

Sean
CLASS OF 1979 SPEAKERS
During the past month, two 79ers spoke at various events.  RADM Nevin Carr spoke at the Hampton Roads Alumni Chapter Business Breakfast and RADM Phil Cullom spoke at the Lockheed Martin Fellows Conference.

For Phil, I was the Chair of the 2011 Lockheed Martin (LM) Fellows Conference.  There are about 300 LM Fellows out of 130,000 employees.  LM Fellows are individual contributors recognized for their technical excellence.  I am a LM Fellow for Operations Research Analysis.  Since the conference was in Orlando, I was selected to be the chair.
During the conference, we try for 2 quality external speakers.  I was the conference chair, but other teams were working our external speakers separately.  Besides, Phil, our other external speaker was the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Research & Engineering, the Honorable Zachary Lemnios.

I was surprised and excited that the team had selected Phil.  It had been a couple of years since we had seen each other.  He spoke in one of our general sessions on what he is doing leading the Navy’s Energy Task Force and then stayed to participate in our Sustainment Workshop.
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We are still getting comments on the quality of Phil and his presentation.  Some Fellows have said he was the best speaker we’ve ever had!  I agree.  Others are still commenting on his participation in the Sustainment Workshop.  The bottom line is that Phil made a difference working with some of the brightest minds at Lockheed Martin!
I also had the opportunity to catch up and go to dinner with him one night.  We spent too much time swapping sea stories, especially those about interviewing with Admiral Rickover!  (
On behalf of Lockheed Martin, we thank you for spending most of the day with us!  You truly set the bar high for future external speakers!
JOHN MCCAIN
John McCain's speech at Tailhook 2011
"Thank you, Rabbit, for that very kind introduction. There are many people here tonight who rank among the true heroes of Naval Aviation, including George Walsh, Tom Hudner and ADM Tom Heyward. I thank you for your service to our country and your leadership in this wonderful profession we all cherish." "On behalf of all the McCains who have served in Naval Aviation - from my grandfather who earned his wings as a Captain in 1936; my oldest son, Doug, who earned his wings in 1985; to my son, Ltjg Jack McCain, who earned his

wings this past January - I thank you for the very generous recognition you have given my family. It has been a privilege for all of us to serve and to have played a small part in the first 100 years of Naval Aviation history.

"Ever since reporting to Pensacola more than 50 years ago, I have had the pleasure of being involved with Naval Aviation in some capacity. I acknowledge that my early involvement was at times 'eventful' - and that my mishap record certainly contributed to the national debt. I doubt that I

would last very long in today's Navy

"One of the benefits of living as long as I have, is that you get to see a lot of history in the making. And if you are paying attention, you can learn the lessons of what we did right, and what we did wrong. Both should be carefully studied. At the very least, we should make it our goal to repeat what worked well - and to avoid what didn't.

"Tonight I would like to talk briefly about what I believe to be the key factor in the success of Naval Aviation over the past century. It is one of the things we did right. It has to do with leadership.

"Although we just celebrated the 69th anniversary of the Battle of Midway, I want to return to that battle to make a fundamental point. At Midway, barely six months after the attack on Pearl Harbor, we faced an enemy supremely confident in their ability - not just to defeat, but to annihilate – the battered remnants of Halsey's Pacific Fleet. We were overwhelmingly outnumbered and outgunned. The Japanese brought 8 carriers, we had barely three; they had 11 battleships, we had none. And the Japanese had the best fighter aircraft in the Pacific - the Mitsubishi Zero - that easily dominated the slower, less agile TBDs, SBDs, F4Fs, and Marine F2As.

"Making matters worse, our forces were plagued by faulty equipment. The Mk 13 torpedo was notoriously unreliable. In fact, not a single torpedo dropped at Midway by Torpedo 3, Torpedo 6 or Torpedo 8 even detonated. And the new electrical arming system on the SBD's had the annoying habit of randomly releasing the bomb when the Master Arm switch was selected.

"But in the end, the battle turned not on numbers or equipment - but rather on the actions - and the leadership - of some truly extraordinary men What they did at Midway has become the stuff of legend.

"Men like LCDR John Waldron, skipper of Torpedo 8, who led his 15 TBD Devastators against one of the enemy carriers at wave-top height and barely 100 knots, while trying to fend off the far more capable - and deadlier - Zeros. With no fighter cover of his own, Waldron's fate was sealed. His last transmission to his squadron-mates was simple: 'We will go in. We won't turn back. We will attack. Good luck.'

"And men like Marine Major 'Joe' Henderson, who led his mixed squadron of F4Fs and F2As against the carrier Hiryu. Struck by anti-aircraft fire, his aircraft in flames, Henderson pressed the attack - on what would be his last flight.

"And LCDR Wade McClusky, who, despite being dangerously low on fuel, kept searching for the Japanese carriers until he found them, and whose extraordinary leadership - according to Admiral Nimitz - 'decided the fate of our carrier task force and our forces at Midway.'

"My friends, the Battle of Midway was won not by superior equipment, and certainly not because we outnumbered the Japanese. We won because of the stout hearts and uncommon leadership that for one hundred years has been the hallmark of Naval Aviation.

"My grandfather, who commanded a carrier task force in the Pacific during WWII, lived large and was always larger than life to me. He rolled his own cigarettes, smoked constantly, swore and drank more than he should have. He was known as one of the Navy's best cussers, probably not the sort of recognition one would want today. 'Slew' was his call sign. James Michener described him in Tales of the South Pacific as 'an ugly old aviator' but he was more than that, especially to his men. He was revered for his gregarious, salty attitude, and for his keen interest in his sailors and their thoughts

on just about any subject. He made it a point to talk with pilots after they returned from a strike, asking them, 'Do you think we're doing the right thing?' Here was a 3-star admiral, taking time during the course of war to receive honest feedback from men under his command. My grandfather knew that if you ever stopped learning, especially from your men, then you also stopped leading. And he knew how to lead.

"Today, we hear a lot about 'management' and not enough about leadership.

That worries me. One thing of which I am certain - there is a great difference between managers and leaders. Good managers are plentiful – in fact, our nation graduates over 150,000 MBAs ever year. But true leaders are rare. And believe me, there is a difference:  
--Leaders inspire people; managers, well, they "manage" people and assets.

--Leaders think about protecting and promoting their people; managers think

about protecting their own careers.

--Leaders take charge and accept responsibility; managers often pass the buck

to higher authority for fear of making a wrong decision.

--Leaders take risks when necessary; managers are taught to avoid risks whenever possible.

"Ronald Reagan was a leader - Jimmy Carter was a manager. Halsey, Nimitz, and Spruance were leaders. Henderson, McClusky, and Waldron were leaders. If any one of them had opted for caution rather than courage when their moment of testing came, the outcome at Midway would have been radically different.
"My father - who was not an aviator but knew something about leadership - used to say that technical experts are a 'dime a dozen'. You can always find a man who can tell you how many foot-pounds of force are in a piston, or what the aerodynamic effects on a plane will be at a certain airspeed and altitude. But, he said, 'The business of leadership is another matter entirely. It's one of the most difficult subjects there is - to inspire in people subordinate to you, the desire to do a better job.' That is where true leadership trumps management - in the art of inspiring others to perform far beyond their self-imposed limits.

"In recent years, I have often wondered if we have forgotten some of the more salient lessons of history, particularly as they apply to the development and selection of our military leaders. Have we allowed ourselves to be knocked off course to the point that we strive now to produce the 'ideal manager' rather than the next generation of true leaders? Have we focused too much on the strategy and tactics of the battle - and not enough on the leadership skills of those who really decided the outcome, not just at Midway, but at countless other critical battles throughout the past century?

"I am at heart, and always will be, a Naval Aviator. It was my first profession and will always be my favorite. And just in case there is someone here tonight who does not understand why I place so much emphasis on leadership over management, let me be clear. The very nature of our profession demands it. No manager, however competent, will ever be able to inspire people to endure the hardships and make the sacrifices that we all know must come with Naval Aviation. Enduring those hardships and making those sacrifices is the price we pay for the privilege of defending our great nation.

"So as we celebrate the centennial of Naval Aviation and begin to contemplate the next 100 years, I encourage all of you to look back on those who led us through our first century. I urge you to study their lives and their leadership styles. Then strive to be like them. Learn to inspire the men and women who work for you. Learn to lift them up, to give them meaningful responsibility, to allow them room to grow, and yes, even to make mistakes.
Be slow to judge, and remember that many of our most gifted leaders would never have survived in a 'one strike' or 'zero defect' environment. If instead, your style is to be quick to criticize, slow to praise, and you are unwilling to forgive, I urge you to seek a different profession. And if you have not yet learned the power of redemption, I encourage you to read the biographies of Nimitz, Halsey, Boyington, Henderson, McClusky, and Waldron - just to name a few.

"Now as I look around the audience - at some of the younger faces - I see another reason why I love Naval Aviation. I can imagine myself, 50 years ago, sitting in this audience, with a wide grin on my face, because I knew I was very lucky to be in this position. I envy you, with your ability to do the same things I did, only better. I can't turn back the clock, but I can live a little vicariously through you. Make us proud. Make us better. Our future belongs to you now. Make the next 100 years of Naval Aviation something old 'Slew' and John Waldron and Wade McClusky would be proud of.

"Thank you and God Bless."
JERRY DECONTO
Cape native led 'extraordinary' life

By George Brennan

gbrennan@capecodonline.com

September 11, 2011
On what would have been U.S. Navy Capt. Gerald F. DeConto's 54th birthday, his mother, Patricia DeConto, sits in her Water Street living room in Sandwich surrounded by scrapbooks, snapshots, awards and yellowed newspaper clips. Each spurs memories of the son she knew as Jerry — the boy with a passion for soccer and grades good enough to earn a U.S. Naval Academy appointment.
Her eyes twinkle behind silver-framed glasses as she shows off a mural Jerry created on his bedroom wall of Smaug, the dragon from "Lord of the Rings." She couldn't bring herself to cover the intricate drawing when the walls were papered.
Ten years ago today, Jerry DeConto was doing what his family, friends and colleagues say he did best. After two airplanes slammed into the towers of the World Trade Center in New York City on that crisp September morning, Jerry took charge at the Pentagon. He ordered those gawking at the large TV screens in the command center back to their desks and began to orchestrate the Navy's response.
Less than an hour later, at 9:37 a.m., American Airlines Flight 77 crashed into the first floor of the Pentagon, its jet fuel setting off a series of explosions that killed 125 people inside and 59 onboard the plane.

The attack would have killed perhaps 50 more, Navy officials have told the DeConto family, if Jerry had not forced people, including some who outranked him, back to their offices so he could do his job.

At home in Sandwich, Jerry's family listened and watched in horror with the rest of the country, unaware their lives were about to change forever.

That morning each of Patricia DeConto's other four children left messages on the answering machine asking if there was any word from their brother. Later that day, they gathered around their mother to await word, a weekend of good food and family fun with Jerry fresh in their minds.
Among Patricia DeConto's cherished snapshots is one from that last family cookout on Saturday, Sept. 8, 2001, at her son Raymond's house in Connecticut. Jerry looks relaxed and at ease in his sunglasses and civilian clothes.
"It was so nice to have that time with him," Patricia DeConto said.
The next day, Sept. 9, 2001, Jerry came back to the Cape with his mother where he reconnected with old friends and went to a clambake. On Monday, Sept. 10, 2001, he had lunch with family members before heading back to the Pentagon.
Before he left, his mother insisted that Jerry send an e-mail to her new address. When he returned to Virginia, he sent the first and last one she ever received from him, saying he had arrived safely.

'You should be safe'

As news of the attacks unfolded on Sept. 11, family and friends gathered and waited.

"I thought Jerry's fine, Jerry's fine. He's been through these scrapes before," Patricia DeConto said.
As the day wore on, optimism dimmed. "I knew there was a good chance that night he was gone because we had not heard from him and it was not like him at all," Jerry's older brother, David DeConto, said.

It took eight agonizing days for the Department of Defense to confirm the family's worst fears. Jerry was among those murdered in the terrorist attack on the Pentagon.
A simple family from Sandwich was suddenly thrust into the center of national outrage.
"When you're on a ship, there are lots of things that can happen and it has more clarity," Will Macht, who graduated with Jerry in 1979 at Annapolis, said. "But when you're here at Pentagon, you should be safe."

There's no manual on how to act, but if there were, family and friends say, Patricia DeConto would be the standard-bearer. She protected her family and kept the swarming media mostly at bay with the help of a casualty assistance calls officer, known as a CACO.
"Sometimes you smile, sometimes you have to take a walk," DeConto said. "But it's important that you don't set the wrong tone for the rest of the family."
On Nov. 12, 2001, two months after the attacks, DeConto ventured out to a ceremony on the grounds of the Barnstable Superior Courthouse. Afterward, she spoke quietly in a corner to a man from another family ripped apart by 9/11. Within seconds they were swarmed, cameras clicked and a microphone was dangled overhead. The next morning she woke to hear what should have been a private conversation on the radio and a reporter saying the two families had bonded at the event.
Needless to say, it tarnished her view of the media.  "If you're a politician, you understand," she said. "But for someone like me, it was difficult."
In the days and weeks following Jerry's death, there were awkward moments with people she had known for years. At Stop & Shop, neighbors would spy her and slip away down another aisle, not knowing what to say. Others would approach, try to speak and burst into tears. "I'm not very demonstrative, so it was hard," she said.

At an event in her grandson Max's classroom, first-graders had been given the assignment of answering questions about their grandparents. One of them: "What does your grandparent fear?"
Max wrote: "My Nana fears losing another family member."
It was one of those times DeConto, a retired school teacher, had to walk away.

"I don't think you can do a better job," Dale Choate, Jerry's sister and Max's mother, said, about her mother's strength and grace. "I think it's her teaching background and mothering background."

'Just a very sweet guy'

Jerry was divorced and had no children when he died at 44 years old. His marriage ended, family and friends say, because he and his wife of 12 years were too much alike — both highly intelligent, extremely motivated, career-driven people.
"I miss him with all my heart. There is never a day that goes by that I do not think of him. I will forever be grateful to have had such a special person grace my path," his ex-wife Anneva posted on an online memorial.

That sentiment is shared by family and friends. Each has a trigger — a photograph, a song, a pint of Guinness.
Born in Halifax, the second of Patricia and Roland DeConto's five children, Jerry was 3 when his parents moved to Cape Cod — first to a tiny house near the Cape Cod Canal and then to the three-bedroom home on Water Street where Patricia DeConto still lives.
Sandwich was a smaller town of about 2,000 people then, where the liquor store might close early on the owner's whim and it seemed every teenager worked washing dishes at Rof-Mar, a restaurant and function hall tucked in the woods.
Jerry liked mucking around the marshes and ponds looking for critters with his older brother, David, and his younger brother, Raymond, and playing sports with neighborhood kids like Jimmy Ellis and Peter Howell.
His two sisters, Dale and Marie DeConto-Thomas, were younger, so he was more protector than playmate to them.
Jerry was part of the last group of kids who spent every single year of school in the same building — the Henry T. Wing School. He was described as a quiet, confident leader with a mischievous side.
"He had a dry sense of humor, very funny," Gayle Fitzpatrick, president of the Class of '75, said. "He was very athletic and just a very sweet guy."
Jerry wore his hair like many teens in the mid-1970s — shoulder length and dipping down toward his eyes. On the soccer field, he kept it under control with a sweat band.

It was on the field that Jerry made a name for himself as a high scorer. In 1974, with a new coach at the helm, he helped lead the Blue Knights to the Cape and Islands championship getting as many as four goals in one game.

It was Jerry who handed the game ball to coach Harry Evans, then a fresh-faced English teacher, just a few years older than the players he coached.
"I'll be watching the Red Sox and I'll look over at the desk with that soccer ball on it and I think of him every day," Evans said. "There's a special bond that happens between a player and coach."
It was Evans who is credited with spurring Jerry's interest in the military with a visit from a soccer coach from West Point.

"His decision to go into the military sort of came out of the blue," David DeConto, Jerry's brother, said. "If you think about 1975, not a lot of people were talking about going into the military."

'We felt the concussion'

Two boys from the Class of '75 in Sandwich earned military appointments, both of them co-captains on the soccer team — Ken Hawes and Jerry.  Jerry went to Annapolis, Hawes to West Point.
For 26 years, their upwardly mobile careers took them in different directions. But on Sept. 11, 2001, they were both working at the Pentagon, both in offices on the same side of the building that was struck.

"I was in 3 Delta 526. They say it went right underneath our office," Hawes said. "We weren't paying attention to the outside world. We were briefing our boss. We felt the concussion, stuff came flying off the wall of my boss's office. The doors flew open and smoke came pouring in. We knew it wasn't a fire drill. We headed out the door."
Two sons of Sandwich, both soccer stars, both recruited to military academies, in the same building, on the same day.

One killed. One spared. One incredible coincidence.
"I found out literally the day before that he was at the Pentagon," said Hawes, who has since retired from the Army but works for the military in public affairs. Days before the Pentagon attack, Jerry's mother was walking around the Wing school fields and saw Hawes' mother in her yard. They struck up a conversation and realized the boys were together again in Virginia.
"My mom called and told me," Hawes said. "I sent him an email saying we need to get together for lunch."
Jerry spent a lifetime catching up with old friends. As a career Navy man, his job took him around the world to places like San Diego, San Francisco, Hawaii, Newport, the Mediterranean, the Philippines, and the Pentagon — twice.
He always called Sandwich home and visited as often as possible.

"It was real easy to be around him," Bill Pong, a friend who met Jerry at Annapolis, said.
Jerry loved a Guinness and a good cigar. Among his personal effects were signed menus from Hooters restaurants across the country and a photograph with the San Diego Chargers cheerleaders.
"He was one of those cliché's — work hard, play hard," Pong said. "We had some great times and we did play really hard."

His friends nicknamed him "Fish" at Annapolis because he wasn't a strong swimmer. He embraced it and had as his Virginia vanity plate, "FISH79."

But when it came time to work, Jerry expected a lot because he gave a lot.

"I haven't seen anyone who cared more about the people who worked for him," Carl Rehling, Jerry's roommate at Annapolis, said. "At crunch time, if something went wrong, Jerry would take the heat. If things went well, he'd give credit to the sailors."

A trip to Hawaii in 1991 for the christening of the USS Erie was an eye-opening experience for Jerry's family. During the christening, he was the master of ceremonies.

"At one point, I thought, 'Oh my God, Jerry's really done well,'" Patricia DeConto said.

'The coolest' under pressure

During a visit on the USS Simpson in Newport, R.I., in the late '90s, after Jerry had earned a second graduate degree, this time at the Naval War College, family watched in awe as sailors snapped to attention when Jerry, the ship's commanding officer, walked by.
"It's only Jerry," his mother recalled saying as one sailor looked particularly frightened.

Indeed, Jerry had done well — really well.

Months before 9/11, he was brought into the Pentagon to "right the ship," according to his Navy friends. Many of his colleagues say he was on track to become admiral and wheels were in motion for him to take command of his own ship.
"When it came time to getting stuff done, he would say two or three words, two or three commands and everyone would fall in line," Rehling said. "When everyone was losing their minds, he was the coolest."
When a sailor retires, there is a long-standing tradition called "piping over the side" — a boatswain's call to bring aboard or send ashore its officers or dignitaries. At Jerry's funeral service, Rehling honored Jerry by piping his close friend over the side one last time.
"On September 11th, Captain DeConto stood the watch," Rehling said during his eulogy. "We are here to say, Captain DeConto your watch stands relieved. Relieved by those you have served with, guided, and led. Shipmate, you stand relieved. We have the watch."
Rehling drives around Texas with "79FISH" as his vanity plate. "I get asked about what it means all the time, which is great for being able to tell Fish's story and keep him in mind," he said.
Nothing will erase what happened 10 years ago, but the friendships forged since ease the pain.
"It's been a real privilege to meet his colleagues through the years. It just makes you feel better," Choate, Jerry's sister, said. "In the short time he spent on Earth, he contributed so much."
As they have every year, the DeContos chose to remember Jerry outside the public spotlight. They went to the Pentagon and his grave at Arlington National Cemetery in August and attended a 9/11 memorial service, as they do most years, at the Naval War College in Newport.
"The town, his friends, the Navy — we've had tremendous support from all of them," Patricia DeConto said. "I'm glad people aren't forgetting, as hard as it's been the last 10 years."
Jimmy Ellis still has the snapshot of his 10th birthday party with Jerry as one of the guests. Ellis makes sure his teenage son understands Jerry's powerful legacy.
"You can come from a little tiny town and make an extraordinary difference."
F-22 RAPTORS RETURN TO FLIGHT

F-22 fleet to resume flight operations

9/19/2011 - WASHINGTON (AFNS) -- The Secretary of the Air Force Michael Donley and Chief of Staff Gen. Norton Schwartz have recently approved an implementation plan developed by Air Combat Command officials that will allow the F-22 Raptor to resume flight operations after a four-month stand down.  The commander of Air Combat Command directed a stand-down of the fleet May 3 as a safety precaution, following 12 separate reported incidents where pilots experienced hypoxia-like symptoms. The incidents occurred over a three-year period beginning in April 2008. Officials remain focused on the priorities of aircrew safety and combat readiness. The return-to-fly

plan implements several risk mitigation actions, to include rigorous inspections, training on life support systems, and continued data collection.
"We now have enough insight from recent studies and investigations that a return to flight is prudent and appropriate," Schwartz said. "We're managing the risks with our aircrews, and we're continuing to study the F-22's oxygen systems and collect data to improve its performance."
In a task force approach to implementation, Air Combat Command officials developed a comprehensive incremental return-to-fly plan that balances safety and the expedient qualification of pilots against the inherent

risks of flying advanced combat aircraft, officials said.
The entire fleet will undergo an extensive inspection of the life support systems before returning to flight, with follow-on daily inspections, officials said. The aircraft is capable and authorized to fly above 50,000 feet. Pilots will use additional protective equipment and undergo baseline physiological tests. The return-to-fly process will begin with instructor pilots and flight leads regaining their necessary proficiency, then follow with other F-22 wingmen.

Prior to the stand down, ACC officials convened a Class E Safety Investigation Board in January 2011 to look into hypoxia-related reports. At the same time, a Hypoxia Deep-Dive Integrated Product Team began an indepth study on safety issues involving aircraft oxygen generation systems.
In June 2011, the Secretary of the Air Force directed the Air Force Scientific Advisory Board to continue the oxygen generation study concurrent with the ongoing SIB. A releasable report will be made available later this year.
The F-22 Raptor entered service in 2005. As of May 2011, the Air Force has fielded 170 of the aircraft. As America's primary air superiority weapon system, the F-22 has flown more than 300 missions in support of

Operation Noble Eagle and deployed on a rotational basis to the Pacific region and Southwest Asia. F-22 overseas deployments support the Department of State's Theater Security Program, formal arrangements with

our foreign partners to establish defense cooperation, promote regional stability, and deter potential aggression.
MILITARY RETIREE PAY
Military retiree pay dates to change

CLEVELAND (AFRNS) -- Paydays for military retirees and those who receive portions of retired pay are changing for September and December, as the Defense Finance and Accounting Service changes its pay schedule to comply with the 2011 National Defense Authorization Act.

The 2011 NDAA requires military retiree pay to be processed on the first day of the month. When that day falls on a weekend or national holiday, the pay date is moved to the previous business day. 

This year payments normally scheduled for Oct. 3 will be issued on Sept. 30, and payments normally scheduled for Jan. 3, 2012, will be issued on Dec. 30. For calendar 2011, this means military retirees will receive 13 rather than the normal 12 payments.

The 13th payday on Dec. 30 falls within the 2011 tax year which could affect the tax liability of some retirees and those who receive portions of their retired pay. Customers should speak with a tax adviser, the Internal Revenue Service or their state tax authority to determine if their tax withholding will satisfy federal and state income taxes when they file returns next year. DFAS officials cannot provide tax advice.

For tax year 2012 and beyond, retirees will receive their normal 12 payments.

This change affects regular retired pay, Concurrent Retirement and Disability Pay and Combat Related Special Compensation. The new rule also applies to retiree allotments, garnishments and court-ordered former spouse and child support payments. It does not affect annuity payments.

If retirees need to make changes to their federal or state tax withholding, the quickest and most secure way to do so is through myPay. Available 24/7, myPay enables eligible users worldwide to make routine changes to their pay information, including tax withholding, that become effective within days.

Customers who cannot access myPay can change federal withholding amounts by completing a new IRS Form W-4 or W-4P, or change state withholding amounts using a DD 2866. These forms can be found on the DFAS website (www.dfas.mil/retiredmilitary/forms.html)  and should be mailed or faxed to the below address once completed:

            Defense Finance and Accounting Service

            U.S. Military Retired Pay

            P.O. Box 7130 

            London, KY 40742-7130

            Fax: 800-469-6559

It may take up to 30 days for changes to be made when mailing in a paper form. (Courtesy of DFAS)
For more retiree news and information, please visit www.retirees.af.mil.  
BLUE AND GOLD OFFICERS
(same as last month)

After last month’s newsletter, some of you asked about the details in becoming Navy Blue & Gold Officers.  I contacted the Alumni Association and here’s what I found out:  You have to send an e-mail to Kathi Painter (kpainter@usna.edu) in the Admissions Office stating you are interested in becoming a Navy Blue & Gold Officer.
I did that and here’s the response I received from Kathi:

The Naval Academy Information Program (NAIP), better known as the Blue and Gold Program, is a voluntary program consisting of Active Duty and Navy Reserve officers, retired military personnel, alumni and interested civilians. NAIP participants are divided into two categories - Naval Academy Information Affiliates (NAIAs) and Naval Academy Information Officers (NAIOs). An Affiliate is an individual who is performing NAIP duties while waiting for formal training. An Information Officer (NAIO) is an individual who has completed a formal training session. Both NAIOs and NAIA’s are referred to as Blue and Gold Officers (BGOs). 

The USNA Admissions Candidate Guidance Office is responsible for conducting training and administering the NAIP. Over 2100 Blue and Gold Officers (BGOs) represent four regions serving every state, overseas territory, and active duty military applicant. They are qualified to counsel prospective midshipmen on every aspect of the U. S. Naval Academy. Eighty-five Area Coordinators, who are experienced BGOs, are selected by the Dean of Admissions to coordinate the program activities and serve as the recruiting focal point in their regional areas.  The Blue and Gold Information System (BGIS) is the web-based real time system that was developed to better inform and counsel BGOs on their candidates by staying directly connected with the USNA Admissions Candidate Guidance Office and is mandatory for all BGOs.

The Admissions Office relies on the dedicated individuals that make up the NAIP to help spread the word about the amazing opportunities available at USNA and to assist candidates in gaining admission.

Responsibilities of Blue and Gold Officers:

- Assist, counsel and interview USNA candidates

- Participate in Career/College nights in the local community

- Assist in the Academy's diversity recruiting efforts

- Participate in the planning & execution of local marketing events

- Act as local level Congressional liaison

- Encourage opportunities for favorable USNA publicity

- Develop close working rapport with principals and counselors in assigned schools

- Present Offers of Appointment to their candidates

Qualification Process (NAIA/NAIO-Blue and Gold Officers):

NAIA - Naval Academy Information Affiliate: Complete application, receive favorable recommendation by BGO Area Coordinator, complete open book test exam and submit to Dir, Candidate Guidance. 

NAIO - Naval Academy Information Officer: Upon receiving formal training (a 5-day course at the Academy) conducted by the Candidate Guidance Office, NAIA's will be officially designated a NAIO. Once an NAIO, reservists may request orders to receive drill credit/retirement pts for NAIO duties.

I have submitted by application and it has been endorsed by my Regional Coordinator.  My next step is to take the exam.  I’ll keep you posted.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Beyond the tailgaters, there are no known additional upcoming events planned in the near future.  

79ers IN THE NEWS
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1 – Welcome to the Area / Newsletter – New additions this month include:  None.    Updates include:  Mike Van Horn.
DC AREA 79er COORDINATOR

HOME – Kirk.Michealson@1979.USNA.com



Orlando, FL – (407)422-9694
WORK – kirk.a.michealson@lmco.com 



Voice – (407)306-2833


Cell – (407)375-3440
DC AREA 79ER DATABASE

An updated database is included with this newsletter.   JUST A REMINDER, some info is years old.  If you now it’s out of date, please send me updated info.  Thanks! 
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